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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF NG MC 

SUBJECT: RETURN OF MALIAN NOMADS TO MALI 

REF: A. NIAMEY 2350 B. BAMAKO 2075 C. GENEVA 4619 

ON BASIS OF REPLIES TO DATE TO REF A WE CONCLUDE THAT 
ANY INITIATIVES AT THIS TIME TO ENCOURAGE RETURN OF 
MALIAN NOMADS IN NIGER TO MALI ARE NON STARTERS. 

REF B PROVIDES HELPFUL BACKGROUND TO PROBLEM AND 
REF C DESCRIBES STEPS BEING TAKEN BY UNHCR 
TO HELP MALIAN NOMADS IN NIGER. AS WE UNDERSTAND 
IT, UNHCR IS PLANNING $100,000 PROGRAM TO PROVIDE 
THESE REFUGEES WITH WORK AND SUBSISTIVE. THIS WILL 
HELP ALLEVIATE THEIR CONDITION IN NIGER BUT WON'T 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO RETURN TO MALI. MOST IMPORTANT, 
GIVEN CONTINUING DIFFICULTIES DONORS ARE HAVING 
IN PROVISIONING 6TH REGION OF MALI, WE SUGGEST 
WE SHELVE FOR TIME BEING ANY THOUGHT OF ENCOURAGING 
THESE NOMADS TO GO BACK HOME TO MALL 
BUCHE 
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